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PRAYER 

Spend some time in prayer  
with one another

1.	 Conscious of what has just been 
shared, members briefly name/
describe their prayer needs.

2.	 Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to 
be present (e.g. “Come Holy Spirit, 
please be present as we pray”)

3.	 Move to prayers of thanks and 
praise to God. 

4.	 Pray for each others’ prayer needs. 
Where appropriate, you may like 
to encourage the group to place 
a hand on the shoulder of the 
individual that you are currently 
praying for.

5.	 Conclude your prayer time  
with another prayer of praise, 
perhaps reciting the ‘Glory Be’  
or similar prayer.

6 T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E

Invest Wisely

GOSPEL
LUKE 6:17,  20-26

Jesus came down with the Twelve and 
stopped at a piece of level ground 
where there was a large gathering 
of his disciples with a great crowd of 
people from all parts of Judaea and from 
Jerusalem and from the coastal region 
of Tyre and Sidon who had come to hear 
him and to be cured of their diseases.

Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he 
said: 'How happy are you who are poor; 
yours is the kingdom of God. Happy 
you who are hungry now: you shall be 
satisfied. Happy you who weep now: 
you shall laugh. 'Happy are you when 
people hate you, drive you out, abuse 
you, denounce your name as criminal, on 
account of the Son of Man. Rejoice when 
that day comes and dance for joy, for 
then your reward will be great in heaven. 
This was the way their ancestors treated 
the prophets.

'But alas for you who are rich: you are 
having your consolation now. Alas for 
you who have your fill now: you shall go 
hungry. Alas for you who laugh now: you 
shall mourn and weep. 'Alas for you when 
the world speaks well of you! This was 
the way their ancestors treated the false 
prophets.'

A REFLECTION 
BY POPE FRANCIS

Today’s Gospel presents us Saint Luke’s 
passage on the Beatitudes. The text is 
arranged into four beatitudes and four 
admonitions denoted by the expression, 
“woe to you”. With these assertive and 
sharp words, Jesus opens our eyes 
and lets us look with his gaze, beyond 
appearances, beyond the surface and 
teaches us to discern situations with faith.

Jesus proclaims the poor, the hungry, the 
suffering and the persecuted blessed, 
and he admonishes those who are rich, 
satisfied, who laugh and are praised 
by the people. The reason behind this 
paradoxical beatitude lies in the fact 
that God is close to those who suffer, 
and intercedes to free them from their 
bondage. Jesus sees this; he already 
sees the beatitude beyond its negative 
reality. And likewise, the “woe to you” 
addressed to those who are doing well 
today, has the purpose of “waking” them 

from the dangerous deceit of egotism, 
and opening them up to the logic of love, 
while they still have the time to do so.

The page from today’s Gospel thus 
invites us to reflect on the profound 
sense of having faith, which consists 
in our trusting completely in the Lord. 
It is about demolishing worldly idols 
in order to open our hearts to the true 
and living God. He alone can give our 
life that fullness so deeply desired 
and yet difficult to attain. Brothers and 
sisters, indeed there are many in our 
day too who purport to be dispensers 
of happiness: they come and promise 
us swift success, great profits within 
our reach, magical solutions to every 
problem and so on. And here it is easy 
to slip unwittingly into sinning against 
the first Commandment: namely idolatry, 
substituting God with an idol. Idolatry 
and idols seem to be things from another 
age, but in reality they are of all ages! 
Even today. They describe certain 
contemporary attitudes better than many 
sociological studies do.

This is why Jesus opens our eyes to 
reality. We are called to happiness, to be 
blessed, and we become so as of now, to 
the measure in which we place ourselves 
on the side of God, of his Kingdom, on 
the side of what is not ephemeral but 
rather endures for eternal life. We are 
happy if we acknowledge we are needy 
before God — and this is very important: 
“Lord, I need you” — and if, like him and 
with him, we are close to the poor, the 
suffering and the hungry. We too are like 
this before God: we are poor, suffering, 
we are hungry before God. Although we 
possess worldly goods, we experience 
joy when we do not idolize or sell our 
souls out to them, but are able to share 
them with our brothers and sisters. 
Today the liturgy invites us once again to 
question ourselves about this and to be 
truthful in our heart.

Jesus’ Beatitudes are a decisive 
message which urges us not to place our 
trust in material and fleeting things, not 
to seek happiness by following smoke 
vendors — who are often vendors of 
death — experts in illusion. We should 
not follow them because they are unable 
to give us hope. May the Lord help 
us open our eyes to acquire a more 

penetrating view of reality, to heal the 
chronic shortsightedness with which 
the worldly spirit infects us. With his 
paradoxical Word he stirs us and enables 
us to recognize what truly enriches us, 
satisfies us, gives us joy and dignity; in 
other words, what truly gives meaning 
and fullness to our lives. May the Virgin 
Mary help us listen to this Gospel 
passage with open hearts and minds 
so that it may bear fruit in our life and 
that we may become witnesses of the 
happiness that does not disappoint, that 
of God who never disappoints.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

•	 It seems strange to be happy about 
any of the hardships for the sake 
of the Gospel that Jesus describes. 
Have you ever experienced joy in a 
difficult situation? What happened?

•	 Jesus is saying that poverty for 
his sake in this life is actually an 
indicator of a spiritual wealth. How 
might we invest in greater spiritual 
wealth in our lives? 

•	 How do you feel your spiritual 
wealth is going at the moment?


