Cost of Discipleship

23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C

GOSPEL
LUKE 14:25-33

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on
his way and he turned and spoke to
them. ‘If any man comes to me without
hating his father, mother, wife, children,
brothers, sisters, yes, and his own life
too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone
who does not carry his cross and come
after me cannot be my disciple.

‘And indeed, which of you here,
intending to build a tower, would not
first sit down and work out the cost to
see if he had enough to complete it?
Otherwise, if he laid the foundation
and then found himself unable to finish
the work, the onlookers would all start
making fun of him and saying, “Here
is @ man who started to build and was
unable to finish.” Or again, what king
marching to war against another king
would not first sit down and consider
whether with ten thousand men he
could stand up to the other who
advanced against him with twenty
thousand? If not, then while the other
king was still a long way off, he would
send envoys to sue for peace. So in
the same way, none of you can be
my disciple unless he gives up all his
possessions.

The Gospel of the Lord.

A REFLECTION
BY POPE FRANCIS

In today’s Gospel Jesus insists on

the conditions for being his disciples:
preferring nothing to the love of Christ,
carrying one’s cross and following

him. Many people in fact drew near

to Jesus, they wanted to be included
among his followers; and this would
happen especially after some
miraculous sign which accredited

him as the Messiah, the King of Israel.
However, Jesus did not want to
disappoint anyone. He knew well what
awaited him in Jerusalem and which
path the Father was asking him to take:
it was the Way of the Cross, the way of
sacrificing himself for the forgiveness
of our sins. Following Jesus does

not mean taking part in a triumphal
procession! It means sharing his
merciful love, entering his great work of
mercy for each and every person.

The work of Jesus is, precisely, a work
of mercy, a work of forgiveness and of
love!l Jesus is so full of mercy! And this
universal pardon, this mercy, passes
through the Cross. Jesus, however,
does not want to do this work alone: he
wants to involve us too in the mission
that the Father entrusted to him. After
the Resurrection he was to say to his
disciples: “As the Father has sent me,
even so | send you”... if you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven” (Jn
20:21-22). Jesus’ disciple renounces
all his possessions because in Jesus
he has found the greatest Good in
which every other good receives its
full value and meaning: family ties,
other relationships, work, cultural and
economic goods and so forth.... The
Christian detaches him or herself from
all things and rediscovers all things in
the logic of the Gospel, the logic of
love and of service.

To explain this requirement, Jesus
uses two parables: that of the tower to
be built and that of the king going to
war. The latter says: “What king, going
to encounter another king in war, will
not sit down first and take counsel
whether he is able with ten thousand to
meet him who comes against him with
twenty thousand? And if not, while the
other is yet a great way off, he sends
an embassy and asks terms of peace”.
Jesus does not wish to address the
topic of war here; it is only a parable.
Yet at this moment in which we are
praying intensely for peace, this word
of the Lord touches us to the core,
and essentially tells us: there is a more
profound war that we must all fight! It
is the firm and courageous decision

to renounce evil and its enticements
and to choose the good, ready to pay
in person: this is following Christ, this
is what taking up our cross means!
This profound war against evill What

is the use of waging war, so many
wars, if you aren’t capable of waging
this profound war against evil? It is
pointless! It doesn’t work.... Among
other things this war against evil entails
saying “no” to the fratricidal hatred and
falsehood that are used; saying “no”
to violence in all its forms; saying “no”
to the proliferation of weapons and

to the illegal arms trade. There is so
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much of it So much of it! And the doubt
always remains: is this war or that war
— because wars are everywhere —
really a war to solve problems oris it a
commercial war for selling weapons in
illegal trade? These are the enemies to
fight, united and consistent, following
no other interests than those of peace
and of the common good.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Out Jealous God loves you. Is
the love of Christ of the utmost
importance to you, that makes
all the other things you love,
secondary?

. Jesus again points to the cross
in this parable — how in carrying
your cross might you deliberately
contribute to the work of mercy,
forgiveness and love?

«  Pope Francis refers to us being
part of a fight - a war on evil. How
do you in practical ways fight the
evil and injustice?

PRAYER

Spend some time in prayer
with one another

1. Conscious of what has just been
shared, members briefly name/
describe their prayer needs.

2. Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to
be present (e.g. “Come Holy Spirit,
please be present as we pray”)

3. Move to prayers of thanks and
praise to God.

4. Pray for each others’ prayer needs.
Where appropriate, you may like
to encourage the group to place
a hand on the shoulder of the
individual that you are currently
praying for.

5. Conclude your prayer time
with another prayer of praise,
perhaps reciting the ‘Glory Be’
or similar prayer.
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