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FAITHCIRCLES

GOSPEL
Luke 13:22-30

Through towns and villages Jesus went teaching, 
making his way to Jerusalem. Someone said to him, 
‘Sir, will there be only a few saved?’ He said to them, 
‘Try your best to enter by the narrow door, because, I 
tell you, many will try to enter and will not succeed.

‘Once the master of the house has got up and locked 
the door, you may find yourself knocking on the 
door, saying, “Lord, open to us” but he will answer, “I 
do not know where you come from.” Then you will 
find yourself saying, “We once ate and drank in your 
company; you taught in our streets” but he will reply, 
“I do not know where you come from. Away from me, 
all you wicked men!”

‘Then there will be weeping and grinding of teeth, 
when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all 
the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves 
turned outside. And men from east and west, from 
north and south, will come to take their places at the 
feast in the kingdom of God.

‘Yes, there are those now last who will be first, and 
those now first who will be last.’

A HOMILY OF ST JOHN PAUL II
21 August 1983, Excerpt, Translated from Italian

The liturgy of this twenty-first Sunday opens up 
a threefold perspective that I could summarize as 
follows: be happy with your faith; be courageous in 
your faithfulness to the Gospel; have a missionary 
concern.

1. “Let your hearts be firmly fixed where true joy is” ( 
Oratio ). First of all, you must appreciate, with ever new 
gratitude, the gift of faith, the grace of your Baptism, 
your belonging to the Church, all those living bonds 
that you weave with Jesus Christ, in the sacraments 
and in prayer, all the meaning that he gives to your 
life, and you, priests and religious, the grace of your 
vocation. “If you knew the gift of God!”, Jesus always 
tells us. Yes, become ever more aware of the love of 
Christ that surrounds you on all sides, and then, “happy 
to have believed”, like Mary, you will have the strength 

to love what he commands and to be missionaries, to 
bring to others what you have experienced as a “Good 
News”.

2. Strengthened by this conviction, which the Holy 
Spirit keeps in you, you will be ready "to take the 
straight and narrow road that leads to life", as I said to 
the French Catholics in Lourdes. Christ has warned us: 
the door is narrow. God calls all men to the banquet 
of his Kingdom, so that all may be saved. But no one is 
sure of his own salvation, even if he has often listened 
to the Word of Christ, or approached his sacraments: 
"we have eaten and drunk with you". Let us be very 
careful not to trivialize the mysteries of faith! Only 
conversion and holiness open the door to Christ. We 
must therefore act with courage, according to the 
demands of the Beatitudes, without conforming to the 
customs of the world, and remain vigilant. Sometimes, 
as the Letter to the Hebrews says, trials are "a lesson", 
I do not say a punishment, but an opportunity for 
awakening. God brings good from evil.

3. Happy in our faith, we will not only love what Christ 
commands, but we will also be missionaries. Keep 
within you the concern for those who do not know 
the Gospel, who are often close to you, or who belong 
to “distant nations” of which Isaiah spoke, to “lost 
countries”. Do not remain withdrawn into your local 
concerns. The young Churches need your help. Bear 
ardent witness to the faith, hope and charity that dwell 
in your hearts as Christians, “so that the world may 
believe”.

Here, dear brothers and sisters, is what today's liturgy 
suggests to me. And now, in this Eucharist, may the 
Lord take our lives and make them an offering to his 
glory, in "pure vessels".

Mary, the all pure, the humble servant of the Lord, the 
Immaculate whose birth into heaven and birth on earth 
we celebrated in Lourdes, comes to our aid. With her 
we live in hope. Amen!
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PRAYER

Spend some time in prayer with one another:

1.	 Conscious of what has just been shared, members 
briefly name/ describe their prayer needs.

2.	 Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present (e.g. 
“Come Holy Spirit, please be present as we pray”)

3.	 Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.

4.	 Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where 
appropriate, you may like to encourage the group to 
place a hand on the shoulder of the individual that 
you are currently praying for.

5.	 Conclude your prayer time with another prayer of 
praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be’.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

What stood out to you from the Gospel or Reflection/
Homily?

Head: St John Paul II tells us "trials are 'a 
lesson', I do not say a punishment, but an 
opportunity for awakening. God brings good 
from evil." What good can come from evil? 

Heart: “Let your hearts be firmly fixed where 
true joy is”. Where do we find true joy?

Hands: "Keep within you the concern for 
those who do not know the Gospel, who are 
often close to you" – what does this look like 
in practice?




