FAITHCIRCLES

True Goods of Life

18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
YEAR C « 3 AUGUST 2025

GOSPEL
Luke 12:13-21

A man in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Master, tell my
brother to give me a share of our inheritance! ‘My
friend, he replied, ‘who appointed me your judge, or
the arbitrator of your claims? Then he said to them,
“Watch, and be on your guard against avarice of any
kind, for a man’s life is not made secure by what he
owns, even when he has more than he needs’

Then he told them a parable: “There was once a rich
man who, having had a good harvest from his land,
thought to himself, “What am I to do? I have not
enough room to store my crops.” Then he said, “This
is what I will do; I will pull down my barns and build
bigger ones, and store all my grain and my goods in
them, and I will say to my soul: My soul, you have
plenty of good things laid by for many years to come;
take things easy, eat, drink, have a good time.” But
God said to him, “Fool! This very night the demand
will be made for your soul; and this hoard of yours,
whose will it be then?” So it is when a man stores up
treasure for himself in place of making himself rich in
the sight of God’
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In the Gospel of today’s liturgy, a man makes this
request to Jesus: “Teacher, bid my brother divide
the inheritance with me” (Lk 12:13). This is a

very common situation. Similar problems are still
commonplace. How many brothers and sisters, how
many members of the same family, unfortunately
quarrel over their inheritance, perhaps no longer
speaking to each other!

Responding to the man, Jesus does not get into

the details, but goes to the root of the divisions
caused by the possession of things. He says clearly:
“Take heed, and beware of all covetousness” (v. 15).
What is covetousness ? It is the unbridled greed for
possessions, always desiring to be rich. This is an
illness that destroys people, because the hunger for
possessions creates an addiction. Above all, those who
have a lot are never content, they always want more,
and only for themselves. But this way, the person

is no longer free: he or she is attached to, a slave of,
what paradoxically was meant to serve them so as to
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live freely and serenely. Rather than being served by
money, the person becomes a servant of money. But
covetousness is a dangerous illness for society as well
— due to covetousness, we have today reached other
paradoxes: an injustice never before seen in history,
where few have so much and so many have little or
nothing. Let’s consider wars and conflicts as well.
The lust for resources and wealth is almost always
involved. How many interests are behind a war!
Certainly, one of these is the arms trade. This trade is
a scandal to which we must never resign ourselves.

Today, Jesus teaches us that at the heart of all this are
not only some who are powerful, or certain economic
systems. The covetousness that is in everyone’s heart
is at the centre. And so, let us try to ask ourselves:
How is my detachment from possessions, from
wealth going? Do I complain about what I lack, or

do I know how to be content with what I have? In

the name of money or opportunity, am I tempted

to sacrifice relationships and sacrifice time with
others? And yet again, does it happen that I sacrifice
legality and honesty on the altar of covetousness?

I said “altar’, the altar of covetousness, but why did

I say altar? Because material goods, money, riches,
can become a cult, a true and proper idolatry. This is
why Jesus warns us with strong words. He says, you
cannot serve two masters, and — let’s be careful — he
does not say God and the devil, no, or even the good
and the bad, but, God and wealth (cf. Lk 16:13). One
would expect that he would have said that you cannot
serve two masters, God and the devil. Instead he says
God and wealth. That wealth be at our service, yes; to
serve wealth, no — that is idolatry, that is an offence
to God.

And so, we might think, should no one desire to get
rich? Certainly, you can; rather, it is right to want it. It
is beautiful to become rich, but rich according to God!
God is the richest of all. He is rich in compassion, in
mercy. His wealth does not impoverish anyone, does
not create quarrels and divisions. It is a richness that
loves to give, to distribute, to share. Brothers and
sisters, accumulating material goods is not enough to
live well, for Jesus says also that life does not consist
in one’s possessions (cf. Lk 12:15). It depends, instead,
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on good relationships — with God, with others, and
even with those who have less. So, let us ask ourselves:
How do I want to get rich? Do I want to get rich
according to God or according to my covetousness?
And, returning to the topic of inheritance, what legacy
do I want to leave? Money in the bank, material
things, or happy people around me, good works that
are not forgotten, people that I have helped to grow
and mature?

May Our Lady help us understand what the true
goods of life are, the ones that last forever.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS PRAYER
What stood out to you from the Gospel or Reflection/  Spend some time in prayer with one another:
oy 1. Conscious of what has just been shared, members
Head: "That wealth be at our service, yes; to briefly name/ describe their prayer needs.
serve el e, Wl o itlvelsile o 2. Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present

"?
serve wealth™? (e.g. “Come Holy Spirit, please be present as we

Heart: Have you ever felt like you are slave of pray”)
possessions? If you feel comfortable sharing,

et v he pessEssom aral iy bl i el 3. Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.

like a master? 4. Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where
o Hands: Pope Francis offers that a true appropriate, you may like to encourage the group
inheritance is "happy people around me to place a hand on the shoulder of the individual

good works that are not forgotten, people that you are currently praying for.

that I have helped grow or mature". What 5
would it look like to live with these things as
your goal?

PRODUCED BY THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG faithcircles.dow.org.au

. Conclude your prayer time with another prayer of
praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be’



