Master of the field

16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME « YEAR A

GOSPEL We can read in this parable a way of looking at
Matthew 13:24-30 history. Alongside God — the master of the field
— who only and always sows good seed, there is an
adversary, who sows weeds to impede the wheat’s
growth. The master acts in the open, in broad
daylight, and his goal is a good harvest. Instead, the
other, the adversary, takes advantage of the darkness
of night and works out of envy and hostility to

ruin everything. The adversary whom Jesus refers
to has a name: it is the devil, God’s quintessential
opponent. His intention is to hinder the work of
salvation, to stonewall the Kingdom of God through
wicked workers, sowers of scandal. Indeed, the
good seed and the weeds do not represent good
and bad in the abstract, but we human beings,

who can follow God or the devil. Many times we
have heard of a peaceful family, and then war or
envy begins... a neighbourhood that was peaceful,
then nasty things begin to happen... And we are

A REFLECTION BY POPE FRANCIS used to saying: “someone went and sowed weeds
19 July 2020 there’, or “that person in the family sows weeds by
gossiping” Destruction always happens by sowing
evil. It is always the devil who does this or our own
temptations: when we fall into the temptation to
gossip to destroy others.

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, “The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed
good seed in his field. While everybody was asleep
his enemy came, sowed darnel all among the wheat,
and made off. When the new wheat sprouted and
ripened, the darnel appeared as well. The owner’s
servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good
seed that you sowed in your field? If so, where does
the darnel come from?” “Some enemy has done
this” he answered. And the servants said, “Do you
want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, “No,
because when you weed out the darnel you might
pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till
the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say to the
reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles
to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my barn’”

In today’s Gospel (cf. Mt 13:24-43) we once again
encounter Jesus who is intent on speaking to the
crowd in parables about the Kingdom of Heaven. I
will reflect only on the first one, that of the weeds,
through which Jesus helps us understand God’s
patience, opening our hearts to hope.

The servants’ intention is to eliminate evil
immediately, that is, evil people. But the master is
wiser, he sees farther. They must learn to wait because

Jesus narrates that, in the field where the good seed enduring persecution and hostility is part of the

was sown, weeds also sprouted. This term sums up Christian vocation. Certainly, evil must be rejected,
all the toxic vegetation that infests the soil. Among but those who do evil are people with whom it is

us, we can say that even today the soil has been necessary to be patient. This does not mean that
devastated by so many herbicides and pesticides type of hypocritical tolerance that hides ambiguity;
that, in the end, harm the grass, the soil and our but rather, justice tempered by mercy. If Jesus came
health. But this is parenthetical. The servants then to seek sinners more than the righteous, to cure the
go to the master to understand where the weeds sick first before the healthy (cf. Mt 9:12-13), then our
come from. He responds: “An enemy has done actions too as his disciples should be focused not on
this!” (v. 28). Because we sowed good seed! An suppressing the wicked, but on saving them. Patience
enemy, someone who is in competition, came to lies here.

do this. The servants want to go right away to pull
the weeds that are growing. However, the master
says no, because there could be a risk of pulling the
wheat along with it — the weeds. It is necessary to
wait for harvest time: only then will the weeds be
separated and burned. This is also a common-sense
narrative. continued over page »
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Today’s Gospel presents two ways of acting and of
experiencing history: on the one hand, the vision of
the master who sees far; on the other, the perspective
of the servants who see the problem. The servants
care about a field without weeds; the master cares



about good wheat. The Lord invites us to adopt his
vision, one that is focused on good wheat, that knows
how to protect it even amid the weeds. It is not those
who are always searching for others’ limitations

and flaws who cooperate well with God but, rather,
those who know how to recognize the good that
silently grows in the field of the Church and history,
cultivating it until it becomes mature. And then, God,
and he alone, will reward the good and punish the
wicked. May the Virgin Mary help us to understand
and imitate the patience of God, who does not want
the loss of any of his children, whom he loves with a
Father’s love.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS PRAYER

What stood out to you from the Gospel or Reflection/ Spend some time in prayer with one another:

Aoyt 1. Conscious of what has just been shared, members
Head: What does it mean to you that “the briefly name/ describe their prayer needs.
servants care about a field without weeds; 2. Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present (e.g.

”v)
the master cares about good wheat™? “Come Holy Spirit, please be present as we pray”)

Heart: Why are people attracted to gossip 3. Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.
and slander?

4. Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where
appropriate, you may like to encourage the group to
place a hand on the shoulder of the individual that
you are currently praying for.

Hands: What are some areas in your life that
you feel called to grow in patience?

5. Conclude your prayer time with another prayer of
praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be’

PRODUCED BY THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG faithcircles.dow.org.au



