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GOSPEL

Luke 10:1-9

The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them, they were to depart, doing no more than to
them out ahead of him, in pairs, to all the towns alert them to their responsibility for rejecting the
and places he himself was to visit. He said to them, Kingdom of God. St Luke highlighted the disciples'
“The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so enthusiasm at the good results of their mission and
ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to his recorded Jesus' beautiful expression: "Do not rejoice
harvest. Start off now, but remember, I am sending in this, that the spirits are subject to you; but rejoice
you out like lambs among wolves. Carry no purse, that your names are written in heaven" (Lk 10: 20).
no haversack, no sandals. Salute no one on the road. May this Gospel reawaken in all the baptised the
Whatever house you go into, let your first words be, awareness that they are missionaries of Christ, called
“Peace to this house!” And if a man of peace lives to prepare the way for him with words and with the
there, your peace will go and rest on him; if not, witness of their lives.

it will come back to you. Stay in the same house,
taking what food and drink they have to offer, for the
labourer deserves his wages; do not move from house
to house. Whenever you go into a town where they
make you welcome, eat what is set before you. Cure
those in it who are sick, and say, “The kingdom of
God is very near to you.

A REFLECTION OF POPE BENEDICT XVI
8 July 2007, Excerpt

The Gospel today (cf. Lk 10: 1-12, 17-20) presents
Jesus sending out 72 disciples to the villages he is
about to visit in order to prepare the way. This is a
particular feature of the Evangelist Luke, who stressed
that the mission was not exclusive to the Twelve
Apostles but extended also to the other disciples.
Indeed, Jesus said: "The harvest is plentiful but the
labourers are few" (Lk 10: 2). There is work for all in
God's field. Christ, however, did not limit himself

to sending out his missionaries: he also gave them
clear and precise instructions on how to behave. He
first sent them out "two by two" so that they might
help each other and bear witness to brotherly love.
He warned them that they would be like "lambs in
the midst of wolves". They were to be peaceful in
spite of everything, and were to bear a message of
peace in every situation; they were not to take clothes
or money with them in order to live on whatever
Providence offered them; they were to heal the sick
as a sign of God's mercy; wherever people rejected
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS PRAYER

What stood out to you from the Gospel or Reflection/ Spend some time in prayer with one another:

Homily? 1. Conscious of what has just been shared, members
Head: Thinking about the evangelising briefly name/ describe their prayer needs.
e R G el s e 2. Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present (e.g.

you mogt see the need foF labourers” in the “Come Holy Spirit, please be present as we pray”)
harvest in your community?

_ _ 3. Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.
Heart: Do you feel there is a call on your life

to serve Jesus and the Gospel? Why or why 4. Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where
not? appropriate, you may like to encourage the group to

) ) place a hand on the shoulder of the individual that
Hands: What is one way you believe that T A
— your Faith Circle could serve the mission of
Jesus in your community? 5. Conclude your prayer time with another prayer of
praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be!
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