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We are Sent

GOSPEL
Matthew 9:36-10:8

When Jesus saw the crowds he felt sorry for them 
because they were harassed and dejected, like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The 
harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send labourers to his harvest.’

He summoned his twelve disciples, and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits with power to cast 
them out and to cure all kinds of diseases and 
sickness.

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 
Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew; 
James the son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip 
and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the tax 

PRAYER

Spend some time in prayer with one another:

1. Conscious of what has just been shared, members 
briefly name/ describe their prayer needs.

2. Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present (e.g. 
“Come Holy Spirit, please be present as we pray”)

3. Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.

4. Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where 
appropriate, you may like to encourage the group to 
place a hand on the shoulder of the individual that 
you are currently praying for.

5. Conclude your prayer time with another prayer of 
praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be’.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

What stood out to you from the Gospel or Reflection/
Homily?

Head: Why do you think Jesus sends his 
disciples, and us, out as labourers in the 
harvest? What is the harvest he is speaking 
about?

Heart: How do you feel about the idea that 
Jesus is sending you out into his harvest?

Hands: In what ways can you bring Jesus’ 
message and presence of the Kingdom to the 
lives of people around you?

collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 
Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, the one who was 
to betray him. These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing 
them as follows:

‘Do not turn your steps to pagan territory, and do not 
enter any Samaritan town; go rather to the lost sheep 
of the House of Israel. And as you go, proclaim that 
the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. Cure the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils. You 
received without charge, give without charge.’

(Unfortunately there is no Papal homily or 
reflection available. You are encouraged to share 
your own reflections on today’s gospel reading.)


