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With our first term concluding, and our ministry
having 'rebooted' in the vast majority of our
Parishes and state schools, I  wanted to say thank
you to each for the various ways you have
contributed to making Jesus known and loved
amongst young people. Drawing others into the
fullness of life offered in a relationship with Jesus
is the simple but profound mission we are
involved in, and I hope that in this special time of
the Church's year, you are blessed and renewed
for this mission. 

As many of you are no doubt already aware, we
have some changes to our CCD team that are
coming to play over the next month or so. I  firstly
want to congratulate Peter Gilmore on his new
role as the Coordinator of Evangelisation and
Parish Renewal  in the Diocese. Peter is so well
suited to this new and challenging role, and will
be working closely with many Clergy and Parishes
in developing and implementing strategies that
support renewal for mission, across the Diocese.
I, like so many of you, am so grateful for the great
gifts Peter has brought to CCD for the past 11

Written by Jude Hennessy years, where he has helped to strengthen the
position of SRE in schools in so many ways, most
notably through his great efforts in training,
recruitment and the creation of wonderful
resources. 

Similarly, I  am so pleased that Frances Fairs has
accepted the role of Coordinator the
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD).
Frances is uniquely placed to move this ministry
forward in the years ahead, and in the past 18
months has already brought a myriad of new
ideas and vigour to this ministry. I  am really
looking forward to witnessing how her talents,
passion and experience helps you in the work you
do in Catholic Special Religious Education (SRE).

I would ask that you please pray for our
recruitment processes, as we seek to employ
another suitably qualified person for the
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine in coming
weeks. As we journey through this Great and Holy
Week, may the grace and peace of God be with
you and your families as we move from the
difficult road to Jerusalem, into the Joy of the
resurrection.

Message from our Director
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Written by Peter Gilmore

Many of you would recall that a decade ago, the CCD Wollongong
Team began the rather large undertaking of trying to make a resource
for the Electronic Whiteboards (or SMARTBoards) that were found in
most public school classrooms. Roughly 3-years later, more than a
thousand lesson files, and several revisions, the SMARTBoard USB
COLAL Resource was complete! CCD Wollongong had poured
substantial financial resources into making a free USB thumb drive
available for any SRE Catechist that attended the SMARTBoard
training. This resource would go on to be used around NSW and the
ACT. It's hard to gauge exact numbers of how far and wide it was used
but we know from our Diocese that many hundreds of people
requested a copy. 

Around 2016, schools began phasing out the Electronic Whiteboards
in favour of touchscreen TVs. This was a wise decision as the
Electronic Whiteboard technology was severely lacking but, with this
decision, they also removed the software from the computers that
allowed our lesson files to be viewed. All our hard work had been
rendered useless in most schools. And with changes in the resourcing
of CCD, we have been unable to allocate the time required to do the
labour-intensive work to make them available in another format.
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That is why today, through special funding
providing by the Campbelltown Catholic
Club and through the hard work of a short-
term Special Project Officer, we are
incredibly pleased to announce that most
of the resources we created for SRE
Catechists are now available online. Any
classroom with a display and internet
access can now utilise the non-interactive
elements of our resources. All stories,
scriptures, supplementary materials,
prayers, and songs have been converted
and uploaded to our CCD Wollongong
website (www.ccdwollongong.com). We
have appropriately called these lesson
materials: COLAL Online Resources.

As mentioned, this project would not have
been possible without the generosity of the
Campbelltown Catholic Club. Their ongoing
support for this important ministry to
families has enabled us to do special
projects like the COLAL Online Resources.
We would like to offer the Campbelltown
Catholic Club our sincere thanks for
believing in and resourcing this important
ministry. We would also like to thank our
Special Project Officer, Joshua, who
worked incredibly hard during the small
number of hours that we had funding for to
make this dream a reality. Thank you to the
Campbelltown Catholic Club and to
Joshua! 

We hope you find this resource helpful. Our
Level 1 Training course in 2023 will include
a session on how to use these resources in
the classroom and we will be sending out
instructions to all Catechists shortly.

SMARTBOARD Resources for SRE
Catechists now available online!
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Sharing Hope
Written by Frances Fairs

Our Parish Catechist Coordinators are inspirational
people. I’m often amazed when I learn of the many
struggles that some of our coordinators have had to face
over the years and yet they, like many of our beautiful
catechists, are people full of joy and confidence in God.
Our coordinators all share a strong gift of hope!

The gift of hope can look like optimism; however, it is so
much more than that! Hope is one of the three theological
virtues given to us at our baptism. Hope is most apparent
when we and those that we care about face difficulties in
life. It is marked by trust and a conviction that our God
loves us, hears us, cares for us and wants our good.  

In Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI encyclical on Christian
hope, Spe Salvi, we are told that, “the one who has hope
lives differently; the one who hopes has been granted the
gift of a new life” (No. 2). With the gift of hope, we can live
differently, because we do not need to carry our burdens
alone. We put our trust in God and believe Jesus’ words,
“come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest” (Matt 11:28).

The virtue of hope is not possible without the gift of
faith. “In faith we entrust ourselves to God. Hope is
faith extended into the future,” as Fr Mike Schmitz
explains in his YouTube video, What Is Hope and Why
Do You Need It?. 

We can cultivate the virtue of hope through regular
participation in the Eucharist and in sharing hope with
others. 

In the Eucharist, we are reminded of who we are and
who our God is, and with this knowledge we can bring
our joys and sorrows, our frustrations and
disappointments to Jesus and be strengthened.  Hope
leads us to action and commissions us to be Christ
bearers in our world. 

In Matthew (25:14-30), we find in the parable of the
talents that those who made good use of their gift from
the master, were given many times the amount in
return. Similarly, we, who through our baptism have
been given the gift of hope, will see our hope increase
as we make good use of the gift by sharing it with
others.

May God bless us in our work of inspiring and
encouraging hope in others, especially our students
and their families! 
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Light to the
Nations
Easter
Pilgrimage
Written by Frances Fairs

Since 1987 the Light to the Nations
(LTTN) Easter Youth Pilgrimage has
been hosted bi-annually by the
Disciples of Jesus Community. Young
people (16+), those who are young at
heart and families come from around
Australia, and other countries
throughout the Pacific, to camp under
the open skies and join in an awesome
celebration of the Easter liturgies.  

This year, LTTN will be held at the
beautiful bushland setting of the Mt
Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville. 

LTTN is a unique opportunity to enliven
the faith of many young people by way
of an encounter with Jesus through
prayer, worship, drama, music and
personal sharing.

To attend the four day retreat or
receive a day pass,  register by
following the link
http://lttn.dojcommunity.com/ . There
is no need to register if you only plan to
attend the Easter Vigil Mass. 

Alternatively, LTTN can be viewed
online at Shalom World, which is
available on smart TV, the YouTube
channel or by downloading the Shalom
World app onto your device.

Contact us:
CCD Wollongong

web: www.ccdwollongong.com
email: support@ccdwollongong.com

 A prayer for Anzac Day
 
 

Loving Father, 
you always hold and protect us in your love.

Grant eternal rest to those who have died
protecting our nation from the horror of war.

May we who stand shielded by their sacrifice always
remember and thank you for their gift.

May war never again threaten us, and where war rages in
our world, we pray that your peace will reign.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Christ is Risen!
May Jesus, who defeated the darkness of death, dispel all
darkness in us, so that our lives can be lived to the full in

light of the Resurrection, for now and for eternity.    

https://lttn.dojcommunity.com/





