
 

 

From: Mr Jude Hennessy Ref: JH/hb:2025/16 

Phone: 4222 2403 Email: Helen.bennett@dow.org.au 

Date: 7 May 2025 For weekend:  10 – 11 May 2025 

RSVP details are essential for adequate catering, seating, handouts etc. We ask that details are kept 

in notices where included. 

Status Bulletin notice Attachment(s) 

NEW What’s on around the Diocese? Check out upcoming formation 
courses, youth events, walks, camping and jubilee events – too many to 
list in one place. Subscribe here and we will keep you in the loop 
dow.sh/stayingconnected or visit dow.sh/weeklybulletin to see 
everything that is on around our Diocese! 

 

NEW Good Shepherd Sunday / World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

Our Christian vocation or “calling” begins in our baptism, lived out either 
in single life, marriage, ordained ministry or consecrated life. The motto 
Pope Francis chose for himself as Bishop and Pope, miserando atque 
eligendo, means “having mercy, he called him”, and the Pope constantly 
reminded us of the joyful message he experienced in his own life: in spite 
of our weaknesses and sins, Jesus, our Good Shepherd, has looked upon 
us with perfect love and mercy and called us to follow him. Each year the 
Pope writes a message to the whole Church for this day. In his final 
message for this day Pope Francis wrote:  

“Dear friends, the world pushes you to make hasty decisions and 
bombards you with a constant blare that prevents you from experiencing 
a silence that is open to God who speaks to the heart. Have the courage to 
pause, to listen to what your heart tells you, and to ask God about his 
dreams for you. The silence of prayer is indispensable if we are to learn 
how to hear God’s call amid the specific circumstances of our lives and to 
respond consciously and freely.”  https://dow.sh/gss25 

Fr Duane Fernandez, Diocesan Vocations Director, would love to speak 
with you to help you to discern God’s call in your life. Contact him 
at vocations@dow.org.au  

 

mailto:Helen.bennett@dow.org.au
http://dow.sh/stayingconnected
https://dow.sh/weeklybulletin
https://dow.sh/gss25
https://dow.sh/gss25
mailto:vocations@dow.org.au
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Status Bulletin notice Attachment(s) 

Continuing 
Take part 
today 

Feedback on Bishops Vision and Parish Life  

Bishop Brian invites all parishioners across the Diocese, to take the time 
to prayerfully reflect on his vision for renewed parishes, ‘In the Parish I 
see’, by completing the online activity @ dow.sh/csgmactivity  The 
activity takes approximately 30-45 minutes and will help you both  
engage with Bishop’s Vison and share your valuable perspectives.  

dow.sh/parishIs
eeslides 

NEW Formation Pathway - Understanding Vision & Mission (110) 

TWO EVENTS! 
CAMPBELLTOWN Tuesday 3 June, 7-9 pm 
WOLLONGONG & ZOOM Wednesday, 4 June, 7-9 pm 
REGISTRATION: https://dow.sh/fpjune2025    COST: Free 
 
DESCRIPTION 
“The future starts today, not tomorrow. Each of you must be a radiant 
light of Christ in the world, carrying His truth and love into every corner of 
your mission.” — St John Paul II 
 
Without any hesitation, the vision of your community should come to 
mind and be readily sharable and yet, so often, we have a “just turn up” 
mentality. But where are we going? And how are we going to get there? A 
vision is a picture of the future that produces passion and, without it, we 
can often feel aimless. Vision and mission infuse purpose and power into 
all that you are doing and are pivotal to any attempt at renewal. 
This formation evening will explore: 

• the importance of the parish vision and mission, 

• the process for creating and refining a vision and mission that 
produces passion, 

• ways you can cast your vision so you ignite passion in your people. 
 
WHAT IS THE FORMATION PATHWAY? 
To assist parish communities in understanding and implementing Come & 
See, Go & Make: A Vision for Parishes (CSGM), we have developed a 
program of formation, known as the Formation Pathway. Consisting of 
introductory, intermediate and advanced formation, the Formation 
Pathway is designed to explore core concepts of parish renewal, equip 
and encourage the faithful, and help to nurture the existing culture of 
growth – personally and as a community. 

 

NEW 

 

The Marriage Course – Via Zoom 
Want to build a strong, better marriage? The Marriage Course is for any 
couples married for 2 -102 years. Over 1.5 million couples have done this 
amazing course. It runs over 7 sessions covering topics such as resolving 
conflict, impact of family and the art of communication. It's a great way to 
strengthen your marriage, learn practical tools to deepen your 
connection from specialists starting Mondays 26 May -  7 July at 7.30pm. 
Register now at: https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/Marriagecoursedow 

 

http://dow.sh/csgmactivity
https://dow.sh/parishIseeslides
https://dow.sh/parishIseeslides
https://dow.sh/fpjune2025
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/Marriagecoursedow
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Status Bulletin notice Attachment(s) 

NEW Young Adults - Sanctus Summit – Wednesday 21 May2025, Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception, Unanderra 

New monthly adoration for young adults of the diocese at two locations, 
rotating each month. 3rd Wednesday of every month from 6:30pm-
7:30pm (followed by dinner) for adoration in a beautiful and sacred 
space.  Dinner at Unanderra Hotel 

 

NEW Understanding the Mass 

Seeking a deeper understanding of the Eucharist, the origins of the Mass 
or want to deepen your faith? Join us for the Corpus Christi Event! You 
will never celebrate Mass again the same way!  
 
Sunday 22 June (10am to 3:30pm) at OLHC Hall - 80A Demetrius Rd, 
Rosemeadow. Please use the QR code provided for more details or to 
register.  

 
 

NEW Pilgrims of Hope: Transformed through Sacrament & Song 
National liturgy and music conference 1 - 3 October 2025 in Adelaide 
bringing together liturgists, musicians, educators and pastoral leaders 
from across Australia and New Zealand to explore how sacrament and 
song can renew our life of worship and mission. For more information 
and to register, visit: www.pilgrimsofhope.com.au 

 

NEW Cross + Generation technology programs at St Benedict's Catholic 
College Oran Park - a partnership between CatholicCare, Catholic 
Education DoW and St Benedict's Catholic College The program pairs 
students with seniors to assist you with technology. Bring in your device, 
either your phone, laptop or tablet and the students will assist you with 
becoming more confident and familiar with downloading apps, sending 
messages, using google maps or other help you may need. 
Refreshments will be provided at each session. The dates are: 
Tuesday 13 May 1pm-2.30pm 
Tuesday 27 May 1pm-2.30pm 
Tuesday 3 June 1pm-2.30pm 
Tuesday 10 June 1pm-2.30pm 
 
Please join us in this unique opportunity to connect with seniors, and 
students for some information sharing in a fun relaxed setting here at the 
high school. 
 
Places will fill quickly, so please contact Jane Hollier Parish and 
Community Officer CatholicCare on 0417018152 
or janeh@catholiccare.dow.org.au 

 

https://www.pilgrimsofhope.com.au/
mailto:janeh@catholiccare.dow.org.au
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Continuing Lay Leadership in the Absence of a Priest Formation 

Sr Monica Barlow is running a formation session for anyone interested in 
exploring the possibility of leading liturgical celebrations in the absence of 
a Priest. This ministry is open to both men and women. 
To be held at: Xavier Centre, 38 Harbour St, Wollongong 
Saturday morning, 24 May from 10.00am – 12.00pm. 
To register for this formation session: https://dow.sh/LayLeadership  

 

Continuing The Journey, – Your Diocesan Weekly Podcast   
The Journey is the weekly podcast for parishioners in the Diocese of 
Wollongong. Each week it brings you great music, formation in faith, with 
an array of fantastic presenters from our Diocese and around Australia. 
Just go to www.jcr.org.au and we will send it to you each week. 
 

www.jcr.org.au. 
 

Continuing 

Free but 
Registration 
is Essential 

Our Lady Help of Christians Jubilee Pilgrimage Walk for Life 

Join pilgrims from around the Diocese from Fri 23 May- Sat 24 May for all 
or part of the walk for life along the stunning South Coast from Kiama to 
Culburra. Pope Francis has urged us in this Jubilee Year to build a culture 
of life, where every human life is cherished and protected.  
Day 1: From Kiama to Gerringong, followed by dinner with Bishop 
Mascord & overnight adoration. 
Day 2: Gerringong to Culburra, finishing with mass and dinner.   
For more information go to dow.sh/WFL or contact 
jude.hennessy@dow.org.au  4222 2407 

 

Continuing An Evening of Liturgical Song and Praise – A public concert with 
Tony Alonso 7.00pm – 8.30pm, Friday 23 May 2025 The Gregorian 
Centre, St Gregory’s College. 100 Badgally Road, Gregory Hills. 

 All welcome to experience an evening of beautiful and engaging 
contemporary Catholic liturgical music. 
 
Introducing fresh repertoire and bringing new life to some Catholic 
classics, internationally renowned composer, theologian and Grammy-
nominated Tony Alonso will share his passion for full, conscious and 
active participation of the liturgical assembly through singing, one of the 
most expressive of all human activities. The concert will invite you to 
wonder at the music we make in worship, encouraging joyful 
acknowledgement pf the richness of God’s gift of song. 
Cost: $25, including canapes (from 6.30pm) 
More information and tickets available HERE via this link, or go 
to https://www.maristformation.org/liturgical-music-resources. 

 

https://dow.sh/LayLeadership
https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/journey-radio/
https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/journey-radio/
https://www.dow.org.au/events/jubilee-pilgrimage-walk-for-life/
mailto:jude.hennessy@dow.org.au
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.maristformation.org_liturgical-2Dmusic-2Dresources&d=DwMGaQ&c=Ab0QvlN45UpQ9yLFxAXiOFnCOCfqvrLLi5_qZ1-2704&r=ZmS5usAqoZZCO64XOLPFbHPuyrbo4pUQnNIqecuofsQ&m=o5pAtm-ZpKRlSRJSpFj8C9S4mE7F18haROFxOZXaEZm6MEcRXLijvdGfu0dnnclF&s=7yVYnt38G46ERHUzko1KJ50fNS6gXw5Ui1aeSPRWjwA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.maristformation.org_liturgical-2Dmusic-2Dresources&d=DwQGaQ&c=Ab0QvlN45UpQ9yLFxAXiOFnCOCfqvrLLi5_qZ1-2704&r=ZmS5usAqoZZCO64XOLPFbHPuyrbo4pUQnNIqecuofsQ&m=o5pAtm-ZpKRlSRJSpFj8C9S4mE7F18haROFxOZXaEZm6MEcRXLijvdGfu0dnnclF&s=7yVYnt38G46ERHUzko1KJ50fNS6gXw5Ui1aeSPRWjwA&e=
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Continuing Catholic Youth & Young Adults Wollongong serves young people in 
Illawarra, Macarthur, Southern Highlands and Shoalhaven regions. To 
stay up to date with what is happening around the diocese, head to our 
social media and scan the code to see to access the youth calendar. 

 

 

Continuing Social Justice Points 

Find signs of hope. Discover various signs of hope, including the desire for 
peace, support for the sick, elderly, migrants, and the poor. Foster a sense 
of community and compassion. – Spes non Confundit 

 

Continuing Want your community to grow? Try Faith Circles 

Faith Circles is a weekly resource to help individuals but mainly small 
groups to come together in Parishes. In doing so it assists in the 
development of faith and community, a strong desire expressed in our 
Diocesan feedback from the National Church Life Survey.  The weekly 
Faith Circles resource is available for free to download. It is easy to use 
with simple questions and prayer points. It is available to download at 
www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-circles/ or have it sent to you 
each month via email subscription. 

 

Continuing Tribunal of the Catholic Church 

In 2015, Pope Francis wrote that “charity and mercy demand that the 
Church, like a good mother, be near her children who feel themselves 
estranged from her.”  The Inter-diocesan Tribunal of Sydney, which has an 
Office in the Diocese of Wollongong, is a service of the Church to assist 
with the pastoral care of Catholics and non-Catholics who are civilly 
divorced, and who are seeking to remarry or who want clarification of 
their standing in the Church.  The Tribunal also assists remarried persons 
seeking to have their current marriage recognised in the Church, and 
remarried persons wishing to be baptised or received into the Catholic 
Church. Any divorced person, or a divorced and remarried person is 
welcome to contact the Wollongong Office of the Tribunal to obtain 
further information, or to have their status within the Church clarified.   
Brochures are available from the church foyer or notice board area.    
The Wollongong Office of the Tribunal is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays  
and Thursdays.  You are welcome to contact the Tribunal on  
4222 2409  or  tribunal@dow.org.au  or  visit www.tribunal.dow.org.au 

 

mailto:tribunal@dow.org.au
http://www.tribunal.dow.org.au/
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Continuing A Gift to the Church in your Will…. will help 

 
(Note to Parish Secretaries:  To access this image  click here) 

 

Continuing An invitation to join electronic parish planned giving from your 
Parish Finance Council 

An electronic regular gift provides many benefits. You will find it a secure, 
convenient and efficient way to regularly support your parish, while also 
reducing our administration costs. It will also help us to confidently 
forecast and plan, as we know that we can rely on your support. You can 
increase, decrease, discontinue or restart your monthly gift at any time. 

Please visit https://www.dow.org.au/giving2/parishgiving/ to learn 
of the four simple ways you can support our parish electronically. 

 

Continuing Medjugorje Pilgrimage commences Monday 1 September 2025 

Accompanied by Fr Patrick Vaughan 

Queen of Peace – Medjugorje Pilgrimage 
A tiny Croatian village, six children and the faith of millions from all over 
the world have shed new light on what it means to be a true pilgrim on 
life’s journey. In this hallowed place of Medjugorje, this valley of miracles, 
the Mother of God beckons us forward. 
 
For full details, itinerary and bookings,  
Visit: harvestjourneys.com/medjugorje 

 

Continuing The Chosen – A TV Series about Jesus – Season 4  

The Chosen is a new ‘free to view’, series, now in its fourth season, that 
beautifully and creatively presents the life of Christ and his followers.  
 
The shows are of the highest quality, and it continues to receive acclaim 
around the world across denominations.  Go to watch.thechosen.tv to 
watch on your own, or better still with family and friends or as a parish! 

 

https://www.dow.org.au/wp-content/uploads/final-Bequest-Ad-parish-newsletter-2022-1.jpg
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Continuing Go Deeper in your Faith with popular & FREE Catholic Podcasts  

Catechism in a Year 
This year, Ascension Press will also again run the Catechism in a Year 
podcast which will slowly and prayerfully read through and break open 
the Catechism over 365 days. It’s not too late to catch up, and the daily 
podcasts can be listened to at your own pace. It is available at 
www.ascensionpress.com/ciy 
 
Bible in a Year 
Ascension Press will again run the Catholic Bible in a Year Podcast 
featuring Fr Mike Schmitz and Jeff Cavins in 2024. It remains one of the 
world’s leading podcasts with over 400 million downloads. While a new 
podcast is released daily, you can do it at your own pace signing up at 
www.ascensionpress.com/biy and it’s not too late to catch up or simply 
work through at your own pace.  

 

 

Continuing Weekly Mass at UOW 

UOW Catholic Society is back for 2025 and we're inviting all UOW 
students, staff, and friends to be a part of the adventure. Join us for Mass 
on Campus 12.30pm every Thursday during semester (Clubs Room, Bldg 
11). For details, see @uowcathsoc on social media or 
email uowcatholicsociety19@gmail.com 

 

Continuing Cathedral Books & Gifts Wollongong 

Cathedral Books & Gifts shop has a wide range of gifts for Baptism, 
Communion, Confirmation, Missals, books, rosaries, medals, statues, 
plaques, cards for various occasions, holy cards etc. 
 
Operating hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 10am – 2pm 
Entry via 38 Harbour Street, Wollongong.    
For any enquiries, please contact 4222 2484. 
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