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Today's Homework

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH

YEAR A - 28 DECEMBER 2025

GOSPEL
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take
the child and his mother with you, and escape into
Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod
intends to search for the child and do away with him’
So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother
with him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed
until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord
had spoken through the prophet:

[ called my son out of Egypt.

After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take
the child and his mother with you and go back to the
land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child
are dead’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child and
his mother with him, went back to the land of Israel.
But when he learnt that Archelaus had succeeded
his father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to
go there, and being warned in a dream he left for the
region of Galilee. There he settled in a town called
Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through the
prophets were to be fulfilled:

He will be called a Nazarene.
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We celebrate today the feast of the Holy Family of
Nazareth. The term “holy” places this family within the
sphere of holiness which is a gift from God but, at the
same time, is free and responsible adherence to God’s
plan. This was the case for the family of Nazareth: they
were totally available to God’s will.

How can we not wonder, for example, at Mary’s
docility to the action of the Holy Spirit Who asks her to
become the mother of the Messiah? Because Mary, like
every young woman of her time, was about to realize
her life project, that is, to marry Joseph.

But when she realises that God is calling her to a
particular mission, she does not hesitate to proclaim
herself His “servant” (cf. Lk 1: 38). Jesus will exalt her
greatness not so much for her role as a mother, but for
her obedience to God. Jesus said: “Blessed rather are
those who hear the word of God and keep it” (Lk 11:

28), like Mary. And when she does not fully understand
the events that involve her, Mary meditates in silence,
reflects and adores the divine initiative. Her presence at
the foot of the cross consecrates this total willingness.

Then, with regard to Joseph, the Gospel does not
give us a single word: he does not speak, but he
acts, obeying. He is the man of silence, the man of
obedience.

Today’s Gospel reading (cf. Mt 2: 13-15, 19-23) recalls
this obedience of the righteous Joseph three times,
referring to the flight to Egypt and the return to the
land of Israel. Under God’s guidance, represented by
the Angel, Joseph distances his family from Herod'’s
threats, and saves them. The Holy Family is thus in
solidarity with all the families of the world forced into
exile, in solidarity with all those who are compelled to
abandon their own land due to repression, violence,
and war.

Finally, the third person of the Holy Family, Jesus. He is
the will of the Father: in Him, says Saint Paul, there was
no “yes” and “no’; but only “yes” (cf. 2 Cor 1: 19). And
this is made manifest in many moments of His earthly
life. For example, the episode at the temple when He
responded to the anguished parents who sought Him
out: “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s
house?” (Lk 2: 49); His continual repetition: “My food is
to do the will of Him Who sent me and to accomplish
His work” (Jn 4: 34); His prayer in the olive grove: “My
Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, Your will

be done” (Mt 26: 42). All these events are the perfect
realisation of the very words of Christ Who says:
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired [...] Then
I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it
is written of me in the scroll of the book” (Heb 10: 5-7;
Psalm 40: 7-9).

Mary, Joseph, Jesus: the Holy Family of Nazareth
which represents a choral response to the will of the
Father: the three members of this family help each
other reciprocally to discover God’s plan. They prayed,
worked, communicated. And I ask myself: you, in your
family, do you know how to communicate or are you
like those kids at the table, each one with their mobile
phone, while they are chatting? In that table there
seems to be a silence as if they were at Mass... But they
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do not communicate between themselves. We must
resume dialogue in the family: fathers, parents, sons,
grandparents and siblings must communicate with one
another ... This is today’s homework, right on the day
of the Holy Family. May the Holy Family be a model for
our families, so that parents and children may support
each other mutually in adherence to the Gospel, the
basis of the holiness of the family.

Let us entrust to Mary, “Queen of the Family’; all
the families in the world, especially those who suffer
or who are in distress, and invoke upon them her
maternal protection.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What stood out to you from the Gospel or Reflection/
Homily?

Head: How would you describe the mission
or purpose of the family today? Do you think
the idea of obedience to God’s will still has a
place in family life?

Heart: When have you needed to trust God
without knowing where He was leading you?
What feelings arise when you consider the
example of Joseph’s quiet, steadfast faith?
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Hands: What could you do this week to
bring greater peace, trust, or unity to your
family or household? How might we, as a
parish community, better support families
who are facing uncertainty or hardship?
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PRAYER
Spend some time in prayer with one another:

1. Conscious of what has just been shared, members
briefly name/ describe their prayer needs.

2. Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present
(for example, “Come Holy Spirit, please be present
as we pray”)

3. Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.

4. Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where
appropriate, you may like to encourage the group
to place a hand on the shoulder of the individual
that you are currently praying for.

5. Conclude your prayer time with another prayer of
praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be’





