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Rediscovering God

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
YEAR A - 14 DECEMBER 2025

GOSPEL
Matthew 11:2-11

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing
and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one
who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone
else? Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you
hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead
are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed

to the poor; and happy is the man who does not lose
faith in me’

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to
the people about John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No?
Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be
found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To
see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a
prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: Look,
[ am going to send my messenger before you; he will
prepare your way before you. I tell you solemnly, of
all the children born of women, a greater than John
the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he is’

A REFLECTION BY POPE FRANCIS
11 December 2022

The Gospel of this third Sunday of Advent speaks to

us about John the Baptist who, while in prison, sends
his disciples to ask Jesus: “Are you he who is to come,
or shall we look for another?” (Mt 11:4). Indeed, John,
hearing of Jesus’ works, is seized with doubt as to
whether He is really the Messiah or not. In fact, he
imagined a stern Messiah who would come and do
justice with power by chastising sinners. Now, on the
contrary, Jesus has words and gestures of compassion
towards all; at the centre of His action is the mercy
that forgives, whereby “the blind receive their sight
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf
hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have
good news preached to them” (v. 6). It does us good,
however, to look more closely at this crisis of John the
Baptist, as it can tell us something important too.

The text emphasizes that John is in prison, and this, as
well as being a physical place, makes us think of the
inner situation he is experiencing: in prison there is

darkness, there is no possibility of seeing clearly and
seeing beyond it. In effect, the Baptist is no longer

able to recognize Jesus as the awaited Messiah. He is
assailed by doubt, and he sends the disciples to check:
“Go and see if he is the Messiah or not” It surprises

us that this should happen to John, the one who had
baptized Jesus in the Jordan and had indicated him to
his disciples as the Lamb of God (cf. Jn 1:29). But this
means that even the greatest believer goes through

the tunnel of doubt. And this is not a bad thing; on the
contrary, sometimes it is essential for spiritual growth:
it helps us understand that God is always greater

than we imagine Him to be. His works are surprising
compared to our calculations; His actions are different,
always, they exceed our needs and expectations;

and therefore, we must never stop seeking Him and
converting to His true face. A great theologian used

to say that God “needs to be rediscovered in stages...
sometimes believing that we are losing Him” (H. DE
LUBAC, Sur les chemins de Dieu). This is what the
Baptist does: in doubt, he still seeks Him, questions
Him, “argues” with Him and finally rediscovers Him.
John, defined by Jesus as the greatest among those
born of women (cf. Mt 11:11), teaches us, in short, not
to close God within our own mindsets. This is always
the danger, the temptation: to make ourselves a God to
our measure, a God to use. And God is something else.

Brothers and sisters, we too at times find ourselves in
his situation, in an inner jail, unable to recognize the
newness of the Lord, whom we perhaps hold captive
in the presumption that we already know everything
about Him. Dear brothers and sisters, one never knows
everything about God, never! Perhaps we have in mind
a powerful God who does what He wants, instead of
the God of humble meekness, the God of mercy and
love, who always intervenes respecting our freedom
and our choices. Perhaps we even find ourselves saying
to Him: “Are you really you, so humble, the God who
is coming to save us?. And something similar can
happen to us with our brothers and sisters too: we
have our ideas, our prejudices and we attach rigid
labels to others, especially those we feel are different

to us. Advent, then is a time for overturning our
perspectives, for letting ourselves be surprised by
God’s mercy. Astonishment: God always astonishes.
We saw, not long ago, in the television programme “A
Sua Immagine’, they were talking about wonder. God
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is always the One who stirs wonder in you. A time
— Advent — in which, preparing the Nativity display
for the Infant Jesus, we learn again who our Lord is;
a time to leave behind certain preconceptions and
prejudices about God and our brothers and sisters.
Advent is a time in which, instead of thinking about
gifts for ourselves, we can give words and gestures

of consolation to those who are wounded, as Jesus
did with the blind, the deaf and the lame.

May Our Lady take us by the hand, like a mother,
may she take us by the hand in these days of
preparation for Christmas, and help us recognize in

the smallness of the Infant the greatness of God who

is coming.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

What stood out to you from the Gospel or Reflection/

Homily?

Head: Why do even strong believers—like
John the Baptist—sometimes experience
doubt when God doesn't act as they
expected?

Heart: When have you felt imprisoned by
your own ideas of who God is or how He

®
o

should act—and what helped you rediscover

His mercy in a new way?
Hands: How might you imitate Jesus this

words of consolation to someone who feels
trapped in darkness or doubt?
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week by offering gestures of compassion and

PRAYER
Spend some time in prayer with one another:

1.

Conscious of what has just been shared, members
briefly name/ describe their prayer needs.

Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present
(for example, “Come Holy Spirit, please be present
as we pray”)

Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.

Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where
appropriate, you may like to encourage the group
to place a hand on the shoulder of the individual
that you are currently praying for.

Conclude your prayer time with another prayer of
praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be’





