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Living Stones
T H E  D E D I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  L A T E R A N  B A S I L I C A 

9  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 5

GOSPEL
John 2:13-22

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people 
selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the 
money changers sitting at their counters there. 
Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them 
all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, 
scattered the money changers’ coins, knocked 
their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, 
‘Take all this out of here and stop turning my 
Father’s house into a market’. Then his disciples 
remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for your 
house will devour me. The Jews intervened and 
said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify what 
you have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this 
sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up’. The 
Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build 
this sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in three 
days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary that 
was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this, 
and they believed the scripture and the words he 
had said.

REFLECTION BY POPE LEO XIV
9 November 2025

Brothers and sisters, happy Sunday!

On the feast of the Dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica, we contemplate the mystery of unity and 
communion with the Church of Rome, called to be 
the mother who cares for the journey of faith of 
Christians throughout the world.

The Cathedral of the Diocese of Rome and the 
seat of Peter’s successor, as we know, is not only 
a work of extraordinary historical, artistic and 
religious value, but it also represents the driving 
force of the faith entrusted to and preserved by 
the Apostles, and its transmission throughout 
history.  The greatness of this mystery also shines 
forth in the artistic splendor of the building, which 
in its central nave houses the twelve large statues 
of the Apostles, the first followers of Christ and 
witnesses of the Gospel.

This points to a spiritual perspective, which helps 
us to go beyond the external appearance, to 
understand that the mystery of the Church is much 
more than a simple place, a physical space, a 
building made of stones.  In reality, as the Gospel 
reminds us in the episode of Jesus’ purification 
of the Temple in Jerusalem (cf. Jn 2:13-22), the 
true sanctuary of God is Christ who died and rose 
again.  He is the only mediator of salvation, the 
only Redeemer, the One who, by uniting himself 
with our humanity and transforming us with his 
love, represents the door (cf. Jn 10:9) that opens 
wide for us and leads us to the Father.

United with him, we too are living stones of 
this spiritual edifice (cf. 1 Pet 2:4-5).  We are the 
Church of Christ, his body, his members called 
to spread his Gospel of mercy, consolation and 
peace throughout the world, through that spiritual 
worship that must shine forth above all in our 
witness of life.

Brothers and sisters, we must train our hearts to 
have this spiritual outlook.  So often, the frailties 
and mistakes of Christians, together with many 
clichés and prejudices, prevent us from grasping 
the richness of the mystery of the Church.  Her 
holiness, in fact, is not dependent upon our merits, 
but in the “gift of the Lord, never retracted,” that 
continues to choose “as the vessel of its presence, 
with a paradoxical love, the dirty hands of men” 
(J. Ratzinger, Introduction to Christianity, Brescia 
(2005), 331).

Let us walk then in the joy of being the holy 
People that God has chosen, and let us invoke 
Mary, Mother of the Church, to help us welcome 
Christ and accompany us with her intercession.
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PRAYER

Spend some time in prayer with one another:

1.	 Conscious of what has just been shared, 
members briefly name/describe their prayer 
needs.

2.	 Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present 
(e.g. “Come Holy Spirit, please be present as 
we pray”)

3.	 Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.

4.	 Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where 
appropriate, you may like to encourage the 
group to place a hand on the shoulder of the 
individual that you are currently praying for.

5.	Conclude your prayer time with another prayer 
of praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be’.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

What stood out to you from the Gospel or 
Reflection/Homily?

Head: What does it mean to say that 
Jesus himself is the true temple of God, 
and how does this change the way you 
understand “church”?

Heart: Where might Jesus need to 
“cleanse the temple” of your heart — 
removing complacency, hypocrisy, or 
divided motives — so that your life can 
more clearly reflect his presence to 
others?

Hands: What does it mean to you, 
as Pope Benedict XVI says, that God 
continues to choose our "dirty hands"? 
How does this challenge our notion of 
being "good enough" for God?


