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Faith That Endures
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GOSPEL
Luke 18:1-8

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to 
pray continually and never lose heart. ‘There was 
a judge in a certain town’ he said ‘who had neither 
fear of God nor respect for man. In the same town 
there was a widow who kept on coming to him 
and saying, “I want justice from you against my 
enemy!” For a long time he refused, but at last he 
said to himself, “Maybe I have neither fear of God 
nor respect for man, but since she keeps pestering 
me I must give this widow her just rights, or she will 
persist in coming and worry me to death.”’

And the Lord said, ‘You notice what the unjust judge 
has to say? Now will not God see justice done to his 
chosen who cry to him day and night even when 
he delays to help them? I promise you, he will see 
justice done to them, and done speedily. But when 
the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on 
earth?’

HOMILY OF POPE LEO XIV
19 October 2025 (Excerpt)

Let us begin our reflection with the question that 
concludes the Gospel just proclaimed: “When the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
(Lk 18:8). This question reveals to us what is most 
precious in the Lord’s eyes: faith, namely, the bond 
of love between God and man. 

When we consider the great material, cultural, 
scientific and artistic treasures, faith shines not 
because these goods are to be undervalued, but 
because without faith they lose their meaning. Our 
relationship with God is of the utmost importance 
because at the beginning of time he created all 
things out of nothing and, at the end of time, he 
will save mortal beings from nothingness. A world 
without faith, then, would be populated by children 
living without a Father, that is, by creatures without 
salvation.

For this reason, Jesus, the Son of God made man, 
asks about faith: if it disappeared from the world, 
what would happen? Heaven and earth would 
remain as before, but there would no longer be 
hope in our hearts; everyone’s freedom would be 
defeated by death; our desire for life would fade into 
nothingness. Without faith in God, we cannot hope 

for salvation. Jesus’ question can disturb us, but only 
if we forget that it is Jesus himself who poses it. The 
Lord’s words, in fact, are always the “Gospel,” the 
joyful proclamation of salvation. This salvation is the 
gift of eternal life that we receive from the Father, 
through the Son, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Dear friends, this is precisely why Christ speaks to 
his disciples of the “need to pray always, and not to 
lose heart” (Lk 18:1). Just as we never grow weary 
of breathing, so let us never grow weary of praying! 
Just as breathing sustains the life of the body, so 
prayer sustains the life of the soul: faith, in fact, is 
expressed in prayer, and authentic prayer lives on 
faith.

Jesus shows us this connection with a parable: a 
judge remains deaf to the pressing requests of a 
widow, whose perseverance finally leads him to act. 
At a glance, such tenacity becomes for us a beautiful 
example of hope, especially in times of trial and 
tribulation. Nevertheless, the woman’s perseverance 
and the judge, who acts reluctantly, set the stage for 
a provocative question from Jesus: Will not God, the 
good Father, “grant justice to his chosen ones who 
cry to him day and night?” (Lk 18:7).

Let us allow these words to resonate in our hearts: 
the Lord is asking us whether we believe that God 
is a just judge towards all. The Son asks us if we 
believe that the Father always wants our good and 
the salvation of every person. In this regard, two 
temptations test our faith: the first draws strength 
from the scandal of evil, leading us to think that 
God does not hear the cries of the oppressed and 
has no pity for the innocent who suffer. The second 
temptation is the claim that God must act as we want 
him to: prayer then gives way to a command to God, 
to teach him how to be just and effective.

Jesus, the perfect witness of filial trust, frees us 
from both temptations. He is the innocent one who, 
especially during his Passion, prays thus: “Father, 
your will be done” (cf. Lk 22:42). The Master gives 
us these same words in the Our Father. Let us 
remember that whatever happens to us, Jesus 
entrusted himself as Son to the Father. We are, 
therefore, brothers and sisters in his name, so we 
can proclaim: “It is truly right and just, our duty and 
our salvation, always and everywhere to give you 
thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord” (Euch. Prayer II, Preface).
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PRAYER

Spend some time in prayer with one another:

1.	 Conscious of what has just been shared, 
members briefly name/describe their prayer 
needs.

2.	 Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present 
(e.g. “Come Holy Spirit, please be present as 
we pray”)

3.	 Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.

4.	 Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where 
appropriate, you may like to encourage the 
group to place a hand on the shoulder of the 
individual that you are currently praying for.

5.	Conclude your prayer time with another prayer 
of praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be’.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

What stood out to you from the Gospel or 
Reflection/Homily?

Head: Jesus asks, “When the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
What does this question reveal about 
what God truly desires from us?

Heart: When have you been tempted to 
lose heart in prayer — to feel as though 
God is absent, slow, or indifferent? 
How might Christ’s own trust in the 
Father (“Your will be done”) invite you to a 
deeper, more childlike faith?

Hands: How can your prayer this week 
become an act of endurance — not 
demanding results from God, but staying 
faithful, hopeful, and responsive to those 
who suffer around you?

The Church’s prayer reminds us that God grants 
justice to all, giving his life for all. Thus, when we cry 
out to the Lord, “Where are you?”, let us transform 
this invocation into a prayer, and then we we will 
recognise that God is present where the innocent 
suffer. The cross of Christ reveals God’s justice, 
and God’s justice is forgiveness. He sees evil and 
redeems it by taking it upon himself. When we are 
“crucified” by pain and violence, by hatred and war, 
Christ is already there, on the cross for us and with 
us. There is no cry that God does not console; there 
is no tear that is far from his heart. The Lord listens to 
us, embraces us as we are, and transforms us as he 
is. Those who reject God’s mercy, however, remain 
incapable of mercy towards their neighbor. Those 
who do not welcome peace as a gift will not know 
how to give peace.

Dear friends, we now understand that Jesus’ 
questions are a powerful invitation to hope and 
action: when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith in God’s providence? Indeed, it is this faith 
that sustains our commitment to justice, precisely 
because we believe that God saves the world out 
of love, freeing us from fatalism. When we hear the 
cries of those in difficulty, let us ask ourselves, are 
we witnesses to the Father’s love, as Christ was to 
all? He is the humble one who calls the arrogant to 
conversion, the just one who makes us just. We see 
all this in the lives of the new Saints: they are not 
heroes or champions of some ideal, but authentic 
men and women... May their intercession assist 
us in our trials and their example inspire us in our 

shared vocation to holiness. As we journey towards 
this goal, let us pray without ceasing, and continue 
in what we have learned and firmly believe (cf. 2 
Tim 3:14). Faith on earth thus sustains the hope for 
heaven.


