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GOSPEL
Luke 17:11-19

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus travelled along the 
border between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered 
one of the villages, ten lepers came to meet him. 
They stood some way off and called to him, ‘Jesus! 
Master! Take pity on us.’ When he saw them he said, 
‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ Now as 
they were going away they were cleansed. Finding 
himself cured, one of them turned back praising 
God at the top of his voice and threw himself at 
the feet of Jesus and thanked him. The man was a 
Samaritan. This made Jesus say, ‘Were not all ten 
made clean? The other nine, where are they? It 
seems that no one has come back to give praise to 
God, except this foreigner.’ And he said to the man, 
‘Stand up and go on your way. Your faith has saved 
you.’

HOMILY OF POPE LEO XIV
12 October 2025 

On the Jubilee of Marian Spirituality

The Apostle Paul exhorts each of us today, as he did 
to Timothy: “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from 
the dead, a descendant of David” (2 Tim 2:8). Marian 
spirituality, which nourishes our faith, has Jesus as its 
center. It is like Sunday, which opens each new week 
in the radiance of his Resurrection from the dead. 
“Remember Jesus Christ”: this alone matters; this is 
what distinguishes human spiritualities from the way 
of God. “Chained like a criminal,” (v. 9) Paul urges 
us not to lose sight of what is essential, and not to 
strip the name of Jesus of its history and of its cross. 
What we consider inordinate and crucify, God raises 
up because “he cannot deny himself” (v. 13). Jesus 
is God’s faithfulness, God’s faithfulness to himself. 
The celebration of Sunday, therefore, should make 
us Christians. It should fill our thoughts and feelings 
with the burning memory of Jesus and change the 
way we live together and the way we inhabit the 
earth. Every Christian spirituality flows from this fire 
and helps to keep it alive.

The reading from the Second Book of Kings (5:14-
17) recounts the healing of Naaman, the Syrian. 
Jesus himself referred to this passage when he 
was in the synagogue in Nazareth (cf. Lk 4:27), and 
his interpretation had a disconcerting effect on 
the people of his hometown. To say that God had 

saved a foreigner suffering from leprosy rather than 
the many lepers in Israel turned them against him: 
“When they heard this, all in the synagogue were 
filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the 
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which 
their town was built, so that they might hurl him 
off the cliff” (Lk 4:28-29). The Evangelist makes no 
mention of the presence of Mary. She may have 
been present to witness what the elderly Simeon 
had announced to her when she brought the 
newborn Jesus to the Temple: “This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and 
to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too’” (Lk 2:34-35).

Yes, dear friends, “the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it 
is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart” ( Heb 4:12). Pope Francis found the story of 
Naaman the Syrian to be a relevant and penetrating 
message for the life of the Church. Speaking to 
the Roman Curia, he said: “Naaman was forced 
to live with a tragic situation: he had leprosy. His 
armor, that had won him renown, in reality covered 
a frail, wounded and diseased humanity. We often 
find this contradiction in our lives: sometimes great 
gifts are the armor that covers great frailties. [...]If 
Naaman had continued only to accumulate medals 
to decorate his armor, in the end he would have 
been devoured by his leprosy: appearing to be alive, 
yet enclosed and isolated in his disease.” [1] Jesus 
frees us from this danger. He does not wear armor; 
instead he is born and dies naked. He offers his gift 
without forcing the healed lepers to acknowledge 
him: only a Samaritan in the Gospel seems to realize 
that he had been saved (cf. Lk 17:11-19). Perhaps the 
fewer titles we have to boast of, the clearer it is that 
love is free. God is pure gift and sheer grace. Yet 
how many voices and convictions can separate us 
even today from this stark and revolutionary truth!

Brothers and sisters, Marian spirituality is at the 
service of the Gospel: it reveals its simplicity. Our 
affection for Mary of Nazareth leads us to join her in 
becoming disciples of Jesus. It teaches us to return 
to him and to meditate and ponder the events of 
our lives in which the Risen One still comes to us 
and calls us. Marian spirituality immerses us in the 
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PRAYER

Spend some time in prayer with one another:

1.	 Conscious of what has just been shared, 
members briefly name/describe their prayer 
needs.

2.	 Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to be present 
(e.g. “Come Holy Spirit, please be present as 
we pray”)

3.	 Offer prayers of thanks and praise to God.

4.	 Pray for each others’ prayer needs. Where 
appropriate, you may like to encourage the 
group to place a hand on the shoulder of the 
individual that you are currently praying for.

5.	Conclude your prayer time with another prayer 
of praise, perhaps praying the ‘Glory Be’.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

What stood out to you from the Gospel or 
Reflection/Homily?

Head: How does Mary’s way of following 
Jesus — quietly, faithfully, without 
recognition — challenge our ideas of what 
it means to be a disciple?

Heart: When have you felt like a “spiritual 
leper” — aware of your weakness, 
standing at a distance — and what might 
it mean to let Jesus meet you there with 
mercy?

Hands: Where might God be inviting you 
to walk Mary’s path this week — to bring 
His tenderness to someone who feels 
unseen, forgotten, or in need of mercy?

history upon which heaven opened. It helps us to 
see the proud being scattered in their conceit, the 
mighty being cast down from their thrones and the 
rich being sent away empty-handed. It impels us to 
fill the hungry with good things, to lift up the lowly, 
to remember God’s mercy and to trust in the power 
of his arm (cf. Lk 1:51-54). Jesus invites us to be part 
of his Kingdom, just as he asked Mary for her “yes,” 
which, once given, was renewed every day.

The lepers in the Gospel who do not return to give 
thanks remind us that God’s grace can touch us and 
find no response. It can heal us, yet we can still fail 
to accept it. Let us take care therefore not to go up 
to the temple in such a way that does not lead us to 
follow Jesus. Some forms of worship do not foster 
communion with others and can numb our hearts. 
In these cases, we fail to encounter the people God 
has placed in our lives. We fail to contribute, as 
Mary did, to changing the world, and to share in the 
joy of the Magnificat. Let us take care to avoid any 
exploitation of the faith that could lead to labelling 
those who are different — often the poor — as 
enemies, “lepers” to be avoided and rejected.

Mary’s path follows that of Jesus, which leads us 
to encounter every human being, especially the 
poor, the wounded and sinners. Because of this, 
authentic Marian spirituality brings God’s tenderness, 
his way of “being a mother,” to light in the Church. 
As we read in the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii 
Gaudium, “whenever we look to Mary, we come to 
believe once again in the revolutionary nature of 

love and tenderness. In her, we see that humility and 
tenderness are not virtues of the weak but of the 
strong who need not treat others poorly in order to 
feel important themselves. Contemplating Mary, we 
realize that she who praised God for ‘bringing down 
the mighty from their thrones’ and ‘sending the rich 
away empty’ (Lk 1:52-53) is also the one who brings 
a homely warmth to our pursuit of justice” (no. 288).

Dear friends, in a world seeking justice and peace, 
let us revive Christian spirituality and popular 
devotion to the events and places blessed by God 
that have changed the face of the earth forever. 
Let us use them as a driving force for renewal 
and transformation. Indeed, the Jubilee we are 
celebrating calls for a time of conversion and 
restitution, of reflection and liberation. May Mary 
Most Holy, our hope, intercede for us and continue 
to lead us to Jesus, the crucified Lord. In him, there is 
salvation for all.


