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GOSPEL

LUKE 2 0 : 27, 34-38

Some Sadducees, those who say there
is no resurrection, came to him and
asked him a question, ‘Teacher, Moses
wrote for us that if a man’s brother
dies, leaving a wife but no children, the
man shall marry the widow and raise up
children for his brother. Now there were
seven brothers; the first married, and
died childless; then the second and the
third married her, and so in the same
way all seven died childless. Finally, the
woman also died. In the resurrection,
therefore, whose wife will the woman
be? For the seven had married her.’
Jesus said to them, ‘Those who
belong to this age marry and are
given in marriage; but those who are
considered worthy of a place in that
age and in the resurrection from the
dead neither marry nor are given in
marriage. Indeed they cannot die any
more, because they are like angels
and are children of God, being children
of the resurrection. And the fact that
the dead are raised Moses himself
showed, in the story about the bush,
where he speaks of the Lord as the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of
the dead, but of the living; for to him all
of them are alive.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
A REFLECTION
BY POPE FRANCIS
This Sunday’s Liturgy invites us once
again to reflect upon the mystery of
the resurrection of the dead. The
Gospel (cf. Lk 20:27-38) presents Jesus
confronted by several Sadducees,
who did not believe in the resurrection
and considered the relationship with
God only in the dimension of earthly
life. Therefore, in order to place the
resurrection under ridicule and to
create difficulty for Jesus, they submit a
paradoxical and absurd case: that of a
woman who’d had seven husbands, all
brothers, who died one after the other.
Thus, came the malicious question
posed to Jesus: in the resurrection,
whose wife will the woman be?
Jesus does not fall into the snare
and emphasizes the truth of the
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resurrection, explaining that life after
death will be different from that on
earth. He makes his interlocutors
understand that it is not possible to
apply the categories of this world
to the realities that transcend and
surpass what we see in this life. He
says, in fact: “The sons of this age
marry and are given in marriage; but
those who are accounted worthy
to attain to that age and to the
resurrection from the dead neither
marry nor are given in marriage”. With
these words, Jesus means to explain
that in this world we live a provisional
reality, which ends; conversely, in
the afterlife, after the resurrection,
we will no longer have death as the
horizon and will experience all things,
even human bonds, in the dimension
of God, in a transfigured way. Even
marriage, a sign and instrument of
God in this world, will shine brightly,
transformed in the full light of the
glorious communion of saints in
Paradise.
The “children of heaven and of the
resurrection” are not a few privileged
ones, but are all men and all women,
because the salvation that Jesus
brings is for each one of us. And the
life of the risen shall be equal to that
of angels, meaning wholly immersed
in the light of God, completely
devoted to his praise, in an eternity
filled with joy and peace.
But pay heed! Resurrection is not
only the fact of rising after death,
but is a new genre of life which we
already experience now; it is the
victory over nothing that we can
already anticipate. Resurrection
is the foundation of the faith and
of Christian hope. Were there no
reference to Paradise and to eternal
life, Christianity would be reduced to
ethics, to a philosophy of life. Instead,
the message of Christian faith comes
from heaven, it is revealed by God
and goes beyond this world. Belief in
resurrection is essential in order that
our every act of Christian love not
be ephemeral and an end in itself,
but may become a seed destined to
blossom in the garden of God, and to
produce the fruit of eternal life.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. The resurrection is central to the
faith and hope of Christianity,
having its affect now and for
eternity. In what ways does the
reality of the resurrection give hope
and meaning to your life?
2. It can be said that resurrection,
eternity and heaven all begin now
– God is named I AM – when we
touch God’s presence we touch
God’s eternity. In what ways do
you deeply connect and feel the
presence of God – and thus the
presence of the resurrection.
PRAYER
Spend some time in prayer
with one another
1. Conscious of what has just been
shared, members briefly name/
describe their prayer needs.
2. Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to
be present (e.g. “Come Holy Spirit,
please be present as we pray”)
3. Move to prayers of thanks and
praise to God.
4. Pray for each others’ prayer needs.
Where appropriate, you may like
to encourage the group to place
a hand on the shoulder of the
individual that you are currently
praying for.
5. Conclude your prayer time
with another prayer of praise,
perhaps reciting the ‘Glory Be’
or similar prayer.
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