
My Sisters and Brothers in Christ 

A priest of the diocese, Fr Ron Peters, today appeared 
in court in relation to charges of an alleged indecent 
assault in 1993. His legal representatives indicated he 
will plead not guilty and the matter was adjourned to 
10 July 2019.

While the charges relate to allegations outside our 
diocese, Fr Peters has been an active member of our 
community and is well-known within our region. We 
understand that, at this time, there is an emotional 
impact for anyone involved. It is natural to feel hurt or 
confused, and so, it is important for anyone who needs 
support or guidance to be able to access it.

There will be many varied feelings at this time and 
what is of most importance is the understanding that 
no one stands alone. Throughout this process, there is 
help and support available.

We as a diocese are committed to caring for and 
protecting children, young people and those 
who are vulnerable, and so we urge anyone who 
needs assistance of any kind to reach out to their 
local priest, the diocesan director of professional 
standards and safeguarding, Ms Asante Viswasam 
(0408 512 163), or an external community group 
such as Lifeline (13 11 14.)

Our desire is for a just outcome in this matter, so be 
assured that we will cooperate fully with the police 
and courts while respecting the rights and privacy 
of all parties involved.
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For all things give thanks.
1 THESS 5:18
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