GOSPEL
LUKE 13:1-9

At that very time there were some
present who told him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with
their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do

you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse
sinners than all other Galileans? No, |
tell you; but unless you repent, you will
all perish as they did. Or those eighteen
who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them—do you think that
they were worse offenders than all the
others living in Jerusalem? No, | tell you;
but unless you repent, you will all perish
just as they did’

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a
fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he
came looking for fruit on it and found
none. So he said to the gardener, “See
here! For three years | have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still |
find none. Cut it down! Why should it be
wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it
alone for one more year, until | dig round
it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit
next year, well and good; but if not, you
can cut it down.”’

The Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. How do you understand the concept
of sin, and its consequences? What is
Jesus’ view?

2. Jesus consistently calls us to
repentance, but like the gardener,
gives us his care, attention and time
to do so. In what ways has this been
true in your life — how has he cared
for you in order to transform your life?

A REFLECTION BY
POPE FRANCIS

Unfortunately, every day the press
reports bad news: homicides, accidents,
catastrophes.... In today’s Gospel
passage, Jesus refers to two tragic
events which had caused a stir: a cruel
suppression carried out by Roman
soldiers in the temple, and the collapse
of the tower of Siloam in Jerusalem,
which resulted in 18 deaths.

Jesus is aware of the superstitious
mentality of his listeners and he knows

that they misinterpreted that type of
event. In fact, they thought that, if those
people died in such a cruel way it was

a sign that God was punishing them for
some grave sin they had committed, as
if to say “they deserved it”. Instead, the
fact that they were saved from such a
disgrace made them feel “good about
themselves”. They “deserved it”; “I'm
fine”,

Jesus clearly rejects this outlook,
because God does not allow tragedies
in order to punish sins, and he affirms
that those poor victims were no worse
than others. Instead, he invites his
listeners to draw from these sad events a
lesson that applies to everyone, because
we are all sinners; in fact, he said to
those who questioned him, “Unless you
repent you will all likewise perish”.

Today too, seeing certain misfortunes
and sorrowful events, we can be
tempted to “unload” the responsibility
onto the victims, or even onto God
himself. But the Gospel invites us to
reflect: What idea do we have of God?
Are we truly convinced that God is like
that, or isn’t that just our projection, a
god made to “our image and likeness™?

Jesus, on the contrary, invites us to
change our heart, to make a radical
about-face on the path of our lives, to
abandon compromises with evil — and
this is something we all do, compromises
with evil, hypocrisy.... | think that nearly
all of us has a little hypocrisy — in order
to decidedly take up the path of the
Gospel. But again there is the temptation
to justify ourselves. What should we
convert from? Aren’t we basically good
people? — How many times have we
thought this: “But after all | am a good
man, I'm a good woman”... isn’t that true?
“Am | not a believer and even quite a
churchgoer?” And we believe that this
way we are justified.

Unfortunately, each of us strongly
resembles the tree that, over many
years, has repeatedly shown that it's
infertile. But, fortunately for us, Jesus is
like a farmer who, with limitless patience,
still obtains a concession for the fruitless
vine. “Let it alone this year” — he said to
the owner — “we shall see if it bears fruit
next year” (cf. v. 9).

PRODUCED BY THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG

Remember that little story from St
Thérese of the Child Jesus, when

she prayed for that man who was
condemned to death, a criminal, who did
not want to receive the comfort of the
Church. He rejected the priest, he didn’t
want [forgiveness], he wanted to die like
that. And she prayed in the convent, and
when, at the moment of being executed,
the man turned to the priest, took the
Crucifix and kissed it. The patience of
God! He does the same with us, with all
of us. How many times, we don’t know
— we'll know in heaven — but how many
times we are there, there ... [about to fall
off the edge] and the Lord saves us. He
saves us because he has great patience
with us. And this is his mercy. It's never
too late to convert, but it's urgent. Now is
the time! Let us begin today.

May the Virgin Mary sustain us, so that
we can open our hearts to the grace
of God, to his mercy; and may she help
us to never judge others, but rather to
allow ourselves to be struck by daily
misfortunes and to make a serious
examination of our consciences and to
repent.

REFLECTION QUESTION

«  What has struck you from this
reflection by the Holy Father?

PRAYER

Spend some time in prayer
with one another

1. Conscious of what has just been
shared, members briefly name/
describe their prayer needs.

2. Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to
be present (e.g. “Come Holy Spirit,
please be present as we pray”)

3. Move to prayers of thanks and
praise to God

4. Prayer for each others’ prayer
needs. Where appropriate, you
may like to encourage the group
to place a hand on the shoulder of
the individual that you are currently
praying for.

5. Conclude your prayer time
with another prayer of praise,
perhaps reciting the ‘Glory Be’
or similar prayer.
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