
1. Gather & Share  
Food / Drink 25 MINS

3. Read the  
Sunday Gospel 5 MINS

2. Worship Music 10 MINS
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6. Prayer in  
Small Groups 15 MINS

Remain in your smaller discussion 
groups for a time of prayer.

a. Conscious of what has just been 
shared, briefly name/describe your 
prayer needs.

b. Intentionally call on the Holy Spirit to 
be present (e.g. “Come Holy Spirit, 
please be present as we pray”)

c. Move to prayers of thanks and 
praise to God 

d. Pray for each other’s prayer needs. 
Where appropriate, you may like 
to encourage the group to place 
a hand on the shoulder of the 
individual that you are currently 
praying for.

e. Conclude your prayer time with 
another prayer of praise, perhaps 
reciting the ‘Glory Be’ or similar prayer.

7. Closing Prayer 5 MINS

After you have had time to pray for 
one another in your smaller groups,  
a leader closes the evening with a 
final prayer in the large group.

5. Smaller Group 
Discussion 20 MINS

Break into smaller sharing groups of 
3-5 people and discuss the following 
questions.

a. What really struck you from the 
personal sharing? Have you had 
a similar experience?

b. Respond to the sharing prompts 
in section 4, to break open the 
Gospel.

c. What has been one high point 
and one challenge in your faith 
Journey since we last met?

In the weeks before meeting today,  
a member of the group was invited to 
prepare a short, 5-10 minute sharing 
on how this Gospel reading connects 
with their life and relationship with 
Jesus. They have considered the 
questions below in the process of 
preparing their sharing:

4. Personal Sharing 
based on  
the Gospel 5-10 MINS

LUKE 2:41-52

Every year the parents of Jesus 
used to go to Jerusalem for the 
feast of the Passover. When he 
was twelve years old, they went 
up for the feast as usual. When 
they were on their way home after 
the feast, the boy Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem without his 
parents knowing it. They assumed 
he was with the caravan, and it 
was only after a day's journey that 
they went to look for him among 
their relations and acquaintances. 
When they failed to find him they 
went back to Jerusalem looking 
for him everywhere.
Three days later, they found him 
in the Temple, sitting among 
the doctors, listening to them, 
and asking them questions; and 
all those who heard him were 
astounded at his intelligence 
and his replies. They were 
overcome when they saw him, 
and his mother said to him, 'My 
child, why have you done this 
to us? See how worried your 
father and I have been, looking 
for you.' 'Why were you looking 
for me?' he replied. 'Did you not 
know that I must be busy with my 
Father's affairs?' But they did not 
understand what he meant.
He then went down with them 
and came to Nazareth and lived 

under their authority. His mother 
stored up all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus increased in 
wisdom, in stature, and in favour 
with God and men.

a. People marvelled at 
Jesus’ questions. Good 
questions often show great 
wisdom. Have you ever 
questioned your faith? Did 
the questioning strengthen or 
weaken your faith? What part 
has questioning played in 
your faith journey?

b. Following God’s will can often 
look crazy to others. When 
Jesus did what God wanted 
his parents didn’t understand. 
Have you ever experienced 
people not understanding 
you because of your faith? 
What did they say? How did 
they treat you? Did you grow 
stronger because of it?
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Good Questions


