
1. Gather & Share  
Food / Drink 25 MINS

3. Read the  
Sunday Gospel 5 MINS

2. Worship Music 10 MINS

7. Closing Prayer 5 MINS

After you have had time to pray for 
one another in your smaller groups,  
a leader closes the evening with a 
final prayer in the large group.

6. Prayer in  
Small Groups 15 MINS

Remain in your smaller discussion 
groups for a time of prayer.

a. Conscious of what has just 
been shared, briefly name/
describe your prayer needs.

b. Intentionally call on the Holy 
Spirit to be present (e.g. 
“Come Holy Spirit, please 
be present as we pray”)

c. Move to prayers of thanks 
and praise to God 

d. Pray for each other’s prayer 
needs. Where appropriate, 
you may like to encourage 
the group to place a hand 
on the shoulder of the 
individual that you are 
currently praying for.

e. Conclude your prayer time 
with another prayer of 
praise, perhaps reciting the 
‘Glory Be’ or similar prayer.

5. Smaller Group 
Discussion 20 MINS

Break into smaller sharing groups of 
3-5 people and discuss the following 
questions.

a. What really struck you from 
the personal sharing? Have 
you had a similar experience?

b. Respond to the sharing 
prompts in section 4, to break 
open the Gospel.

c. What has been one high point 
and one challenge in your faith 
Journey since we last met? 
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In the weeks before meeting today,  
a member of the group was invited to 
prepare a short, 5-10 minute sharing 
on how this Gospel reading connects 
with their life and relationship with 
Jesus. They have considered the 
questions below in the process of 
preparing their sharing:

4. Personal Sharing 
based on  
the Gospel 5-10 MINS

1 7 T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E  •  Y E A R  B

God’s Abundance

JOHN 6:1-15

Jesus went off to the other side 
of the Sea of Galilee and a large 
crowd followed him, impressed by 
the signs he gave by curing the 
sick. Jesus climbed the hillside, and 
sat down there with his disciples. It 
was shortly before the Jewish feast 
of Passover.

Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds 
approaching and said to Philip, 
'Where can we buy some bread 
for these people to eat?' He only 
said this to test Philip; he himself 
knew exactly what he was going to 
do. Philip answered, 'Two hundred 
denarii would only buy enough to 
give them a small piece each.' One 
of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother, said, 'There is a 
small boy here with five barley 
loaves and two fish; but what is that 
between so many?' Jesus said to 
them, 'Make the people sit down.' 
There was plenty of grass there, 
and as many as five thousand men 
sat down. Then Jesus took the 
loaves, gave thanks and gave them 
out to all who were sitting ready; 
he then did the same with the fish, 
giving out as much as was wanted. 
When they had eaten enough he 
said to the disciples, 'Pick up the 
pieces left over, so that nothing 
gets wasted.' So they picked them 
up, and filled twelve hampers with 
scraps left over from the meal of 
five barley loaves. The people, 
seeing this sign that he had given, 

said, 'This really is the prophet who 
is to come into the world.' Jesus, 
who could see they were about to 
come and take him by force and 
make him king, escaped back to 
the hills by himself.

a. Describe a time when you 
have been surprised by God’s 
abundance, especially when 
you may have felt a scarcity of 
time, resources or energy. 

b. What gifts or resources, no 
matter how small did you bring 
to this situation? How did Jesus 
provide for you abundantly 
from what you gave?  


